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"’he 195:3 M;L on Lrap:.@al Mrica :‘m ns*h amila’ale st this Lmhaasy' Hm;w;er,gi*}@e

have, réuiewed with gread interest. IR 7103 wafrica, & Speeial Assessment®, which we
 consider. i-o be ap- excellent and compréh@n»ive a a;igam of” @@wlqping %x*ez:sls in ‘bhi.s
- par‘t of ‘t.he wcrlde o . . _ _ o

e %

L flhe lﬂbawy is nr.ﬂ; able to ‘gomm en‘x. ﬁy@@umahg on the quea‘c-iws mweé in- 't-he

. peference telegrom. However, it nes referred ip several degpatehes during 1955 anfl

~ 'L?f’jé ‘te Bgyptian éﬂl)lf&thi&S 4n Afpice % The- extent to whieh these aspirations are

ety p&rtmu‘l&rlﬁ] if epposition from’ the Free VWorld leads o the dirvect or: -

ipport of I g_,ypt by the Soviet Union, mll have an mpe;f m;m bcaring @n >
rid p@sitmn in xropmal afrieto ,»

;‘}xap 4 of “AFTi eay A ;;pecm.l Asseasmeat“ dranetically ;}re‘s&m 18 H:e grwmg mawh
et Islum across the Sshara apd into the northern parts of Test Africa while at the
- “game 4ine serving as a reninder of the lonhg stending loslem {nfinence in Pash Afmcag g
- This tep sugge oty one method by which Egypt nepss o exert its inflwnce 4n the o ]

Afriean eontinent, Initiadlys: .of course, bgypt is primarily eoncerned in: est,ablishing
- glose relationships with its neighbors; Libye and the Sudan, Through bhege: countries
khe Rgyptians hope 1o ‘expand thelr interests in the direstion of the Indiarx Qeean and
aeTess. ‘hhe Sehere . 'to the wwlems of Higeria am ac};;aceni; krepm are&ae Lo LT

. We are not asmy%tcnt %o gudge here the. degrue of recagtiveBESb vhi&h may be 8
| ffound 4n the Noslem 9epu1atlens of these sreas o EgyptLun inflvences I Brztiah e -f
" East Africa perhops the najority of hoslems arve supporbers of the bga’ Then and: 88 _;Ef%
~ long. as his influepee is mainbained, tﬂaj could be expected e side with yrasaemtarn
elements including the British authoriticss In Higerie we have the impression. thaﬁ
" the Moslem elcments represent the more Q@nserv&t&?e and trivel facets of saclety
" which we would think would f£ind Jittle ta ‘appeal to &ham Lh Lhe seen lar and cens
- tralized Egyptlan g@vernmental systema . o B
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| Therefore, we should not exelude the possibility that Egypt may well prefep
o B

expapd its influence in Africa by seeking to collaborate/pith non-lloslem

N e wrtiepnlisn wherever
- 3% is found; whether in African, Indian or other commnities, For example; such
' attention as Egypt bas paid to Xenya has indiest ed Coyphiam support

groups on the basis of anti-colonialism, supporiing extreme nat

Typllen By % of Mau-leuy
©* pather than selidify with East African Moslem elements. Egypiian tactics in the
©" . werious areas of tropical Africa would, therefore, probably be varied to meet the
© eireunstances. Gollaboration with Mosglem elements would setm mere likely in West
. Afrise where the Moslem population is politically importent than in Britieh Hast
- Africa where if is less significant. . . = ! . |

- However , Sueh problems do not arise in golidly Moslem areé's like Somalia
' which; ag it comes nearer to ‘independence, can be expected to be the primary -
L eenter -of Egyptian agtivitggzigz *Iropieal Africa® apart from the Sudam,, - . .

"' Bgyptian aspirations in Africa are of scourse much larger than Egyptiam
. - capabilities. The latter would seem to depend not only on Egyptian tactice but
" on 1ocal ‘eonditiong, -ineluding the*attitude of the. colonial powers, and en the . .
kind of suppert which Bgypt receives from the Soviet Union and the United States.
. Host important is the strength of local Nationalist movements and the extent %o ..
- which they.are opposed by colonial elements, The chances for the extension of

* % ‘Bgyptian gponsored enti-Western sentiments would seen lemst probable in areas. .

 where a strong lecal Nationalist movement is able to stand on its own feet and

e develop successfully in eollaboration with the celonlal powers its own program
for national independence, In sueh a situation there would be relatively little .

_ attraction to Egyptian ®liberation® ‘alogans, although it may be expected that Egypt

- would seek to orient such movements towards Cairo as part of a loose %Afriean . .
_bloc®, On the other hand in areas where the colonial pover resists nationallsm,
 'the local mational movement could be expected %o welcome Lgyptian support.  Im ... .
suchi & case it must be presumed that the Soviets will sesk %o work with Egypt te,
““take -advantage of the resulting situation. This is not +to say. that the Egyptlsns, .. .
. would epenly inmvite communist suppert. . If, bowever, Lgypt does decide to intervems
40 an ares in support of local mationslism end against the colonial powers, Egypt

. gennot be expected to objeet Ho Suviet assistance unless it be eonclupively shown .-
. ‘that’ such support is not nedessary to the achievement of national independence for -
" 4he arca in question or that it would in some other way be contrexy to the interests

i of Egypt to ascept it. . .. o ,

. This point has been discussed to some extent in the Fmbassy Despatch 748 of
Jarmary 11, 1956, in which it was suggested that it might be useful for the United
States and Egypt to "eollaborate® in Africa as & means of pointing out the advan-
tages to Egypt of ®liberation™ by "moderats” means, thus substituting the United

" States for the USSR as the leading “anti-colonial® big pewer,

' This despateh has not attempted ‘to review the reasons for Egypt's dmterests -
in.Africa which are already well knowns nor. has it digcussed the guestion of timing.
On the latter point, as was noted in Despateh 748, Fgypt is.at the moment prinarily
. goneéyned with developments in the Near Fast, Its setive intersst in Africa is
| primarily coneentrated on the achievement of a Nile waters agresment: with the
l Sudan; and secondarily on Arab North Africs, When and if, however, the situation
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 politfcal supremacy in British Bast Africa as a whole.

L Daca _____,_______‘,0‘5 P ‘_ .

. "From

Qi

in the Neer Tast hé@éﬁﬁea sﬁa&iliééﬁg ‘-and‘-k?g;pﬁ"éan» feel that ite rear is secure

| and that it can Ve sssured of seclid Arab Ieague suppert, it .ean be anticipeted |
- that Egypt's interest in tropical Africa will rise sherply. In the meaniime, we

 think that the respective NIE should give particular atiention to anticipating a
" more active Egyptien role in Africen affairs and ic consideration of how this
‘interest can be Yeaptured® by the West. The alternative may well be an incresse

“in anti-Westernism in tropical 4fries by means much more difficult to combat tham
. would otherwise be the case. In our Judgment, a %est of ‘this thesis may be
" ferthcoming bsfore lopg in Spdap and Semelia, where the West may be forced into
" 8 position where its interests in Ethiopia and the British pesition in Fast Africa
are directly challenged by Egypt and the other Arab: States and probably by the
- Soviet Upion as well in the interssts of a Greater Somalia and ultimately African
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